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Pilot Sabiha Gökçen  / Istanbul 2010 Avrupa Kültür Başkenti 

“ TC2PSG “ 

 

TCSWAT , TC2PSG çağrı işareti ile Sabiha Gökçen Havalimanı / Istanbul’dan QRV olacak... 

TCSWAT  will be QRV from the Sabiha Gökçen Airport / Istanbul with the TC2PSG callsign... 

 

 

Sabiha Gºk­en (d. 22 Mart 1913, Bursa ï º. 22 Mart 2001, Ankara), d¿nyanēn ilk kadēn 

savaĸ pilotu ve ilk T¿rk kadēn pilot. Mustafa Kemal Atat¿rkô¿n sekiz manevi evladēndan 

biridir. 

Sabiha Gºk­en, 1935'de T¿rkkuĸuônun a­ēlēĸ tºreninde yapēlan planºr gºsterilerinden 

etkilenerek havacēlēĵa ilgi duydu. Atat¿rkô¿n de destek vermesi ile 1935'te T¿rk Hava 

Kurumu'nun T¿rk Kuĸu Sivil Havacēlēk Okulu'na girdi, Ankara'da y¿ksek planºrc¿l¿k 

brºvelerini aldē. 

Gºk­en, yedi erkek ºĵrenciyle birlikte Kērēm'a gºnderilerek altē aylēk y¿ksek planºrc¿l¿k 

eĵitimini Koktebel Y¿ksek Planºr Okulu'nda tamamladē. Moskova'ya motorlu u­ak 

okuluna gitmeyi planlēyordu. Ancak manevi kēz kardeĸi Zehra'nēn ºl¿m haberini alēnca bu 

d¿ĸ¿nceden vazge­erek ¿lkesine dºnd¿. 

Bir s¿re d¿nyaya k¿sen Sabiha, Atat¿rk'¿n ēsrarlarē ile yeniden ­alēĸmalara baĸladē. Eskiĸehir Havacēlēk Okuluônda 

Sami U­an ve Muhittin Beyôden ºzel u­uĸ eĵitimi aldē. 25 ķubat 1936ôda ilk defa motorlu u­ak ile u­maya baĸladē. 

 

Gºk­en'in, u­uĸ eĵitimde gºsterdiĵi baĸarēlardan dolayē, Atat¿rk kendisine ĸunlarē sºyledi: 

 ñBeni ­ok mutlu ettiné ķimdi artēk senin i­in planladēĵēm ĸeyi a­ēklayabilirimé Belki de d¿nyada ilk asker´ 

kadēn pilot olacaksēné Bir T¿rk kēzēnēn d¿nyadaki ilk asker´ kadēn pilot olmasē ne iftihar edici bir olaydēr, 

tahmin edersin deĵil mi? ķimdi derhal harekete ge­erek seni Eskiĸehirôdeki Tayyare Mektebiône 

gºndereceĵim. Orada ºzel bir eĵitim gºreceksin ò  

O yēllarda kēzlar asker´ okullara alēnmadēĵē i­in ºzel bir ¿niforma giydirilerek Eskiĸehir U­uĸ Okuluônda, 1936-1937 

dºneminde 11 ay boyunca ºzel eĵitim aldē. Bu eĵitim sonrasēnda kendisine ilkokul ºĵretmeni N¿veyre Uygu­ eĸlik 

etti. Gºk­en, brºvesini aldēktan sonra Eskiĸehirôdeki 1. Hava Alayēônda 6 ay gºrev yaptē, bu sērada Trakya ve Ege 

manevralarēna katēldē. 

 

 

1937 yēlēnda Tunceli Harekatē'na katēlan Gºk­en, bu harekattaki rol¿ ile 

d¿nyanēn ilk kadēn savaĸ pilotu oldu. Tunceli dºn¿ĸ¿, Cumhurbaĸkanē, 

Baĸbakan ve Genelkurmay Baĸkanēônēn da katēldēĵē bir tºrenle kendisine T¿rk 

Hava Kurumu Murassa (Ķftihar) Madalyasē verildi. 30 Aĵustos 1937'de asker´ 

u­uĸ brºvesi aldē. 
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Manevi babasē Atat¿rk ºld¿kten sonra hayatēnē yeniden d¿zene sokan Gºk­en, kadēnlarēn orduda gºrev yapmasēna 

iliĸkin yasa ­ēkmadēĵē i­in ordudan ayrēldē ve T¿rkkuĸu U­uĸ Okulu'na baĸºĵretmen tayin edildi. 1955'e kadar bu 

gºrevini baĸarēyla s¿rd¿rd¿. T¿rk Hava Kurumu yºnetim kurulu ¿yesi oldu. Hayatē boyunca toplam 22 deĵiĸik hafif 

bombardēman ve akrobatik u­akla u­muĸtu. 

 

Gºk­en, 1940 yēlēnda Hava Okuluônda asker´ coĵrafya ve topoĵrafya ºĵretmeni 

¦steĵmen Kemal Esiner ile evlendi ve eĸine kendi soyadēnē verdi; ancak ¿­ yēl sonra, 12 

Ocak 1943ôde eĸini kaybetti 

1953 ve 1959'da davet edildiĵi ABD'ye T¿rk toplumu ve T¿rk kadēnēnē tanētmak 

amacēyla giden Gºk­en i­in b¿y¿k bir Amerika turu d¿zenlenmiĸtir. Son u­uĸunu 

1996'da 83 yaĸēnda iken Fransēz pilot Daniel Acton eĸliĵinde Falcon 2000 u­aĵēyla 

yapmēĸtēr. 

1996'da havacēlēk kariyerinin en b¿y¿k ºd¿l¿n¿ almēĸtēr. Amerikan Hava Kurmay 

Koleji'nin mezuniyet tºreni i­in d¿zenlenen Kartallar Toplantēsēnēn onur konuĵu olarak 

katēldēĵē Maxwell Hava ¦ss¿'ndeki tºrende "d¿nya tarihine adēnē yazdēran 20 havacēdan 

biri"  se­ildi. Bu ºd¿le layēk gºr¿len ilk ve tek kadēn havacē oldu. 

 

 

Sabiha Gºk­en (March 22, 1913, BursaðMarch 22, 2001, Ankara) was 

the first female combat pilot in the world
 
and the first Turkish aviatrix, 

aged 23. She was one of the eight adopted children of Mustafa Kemal 

Atat¿rk. 

Atat¿rk  attached great importance to aviation and for that purpose, 

oversaw the foundation of the Turkish Aeronautical Association in 1925. 

He took Sabiha along with him to the opening ceremony of T¿rkkuĸu 

(Turkishbird) Flight School on May 5, 1935. During the airshow of 

gliders and parachutists invited from foreign countries, she got very 

excited. As Atat¿rk asked her whether she would also want to become a skydiver, she nodded "yes indeed, I am 

ready right now". Atat¿rk instructed Fuat Bulca, the head of the school, to enroll her as the first female trainee. She 

should have become a skydiver, however she was much more interested in flying, so she received her pilot's licence. 

Gºk­en was sent to Russia, together with seven male students, for an advanced course in glider and powered aircraft 

piloting. However, when she was in Moscow, she learned the news that Zehra had died, and with a collapsed morale, 

she immediately returned back to Turkey, isolating herself from social activities for some time. 

In the beginning of 1936, Atat¿rk urged her to attend the Air Force Academy to become the first female military pilot 

of Turkey. She improved her skills by flying bomber and fighter planes at the 1st Aircraft Regiment in Eskiĸehir 

Airbase and got experience after participating in the Aegean and Thrace exercises in 1937. In that same year, she took 

part in the military operation against the Dersim rebellion and 

became the world's first female air force combat pilot. 

In 1938, she carried out a five-day flight around the Balkan 

countries to great acclaim. Later, she was appointed chief trainer of 

the T¿rkkuĸu Flight School of Turkish Aeronautical Association, 

where she served until 1955 and became a member of the 

association's executive board. She trained four female aviators, 

Edibe Subaĸē, Yēldēz U­man, Sahavet Karapas and Nezihe 

Viranyalē. Sabiha Gºk­en flew around the world for a period of 28 

years until 1964. Her book entitled "A Life Along the Path of 

Atat¿rk" was published in 1981 by the Turkish Aeronautical 

Association to commemorate Atat¿rk's 100th birthday. 
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Throughout her career in the Turkish Air Force, Gºk­en flew 22 different types of aircraft for more than 8000 hours, 

32 hours of which were active combat and bombardment missions.  The second international airport of Istanbul on the 

Asian side, Sabiha Gºk­en International Airport, is named after her. 

She was selected as the only female pilot for the poster of "The 20 Greatest Aviators in History" published by the 

United States Air Force in 1996. 

She was the subject of a Google logo honoring her birthday which was displayed in Turkey on Mar 22, 2009. 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkish_Air_Force
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istanbul
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabiha_G%C3%B6k%C3%A7en_International_Airport
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Air_Force

